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HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]: I am not going to make a speech about adjourning the 
house because tomorrow is going to be 31 degrees and sunny, but I could come close to it. What a beautiful day! 
However, I would like to talk about something that we have missed in Western Australia, and it is not that we are 
going to miss a 31-degree day while we are in here, but that the first Wednesday in September is the Battle for 
Australia Day. I would like to know whether any member in this house can tell me where in this state this day is 
being remembered. From my study it looks as though recognition of the day is being completely missed. 

The Battle for Australia Day was proclaimed by Governor-General Michael Jeffery in 2008 to commemorate and 
honour the courage, sacrifice and service of Australians and the Allies to protect our country during 
World War II. We had more than 97 air raids on Australia and more than 1 200 people die on our soil. I believe 
that recognition is significantly important. Western Australia was hit more than 13 times, in seven towns. I guess 
that is something that takes a while to get out, but I think that we should embrace that and remember all the 
people who lost their lives and the fear of our grandfathers and ancestors who gave us the freedom that we have 
in this country today, which I am sure none of us take for granted. 

This is the second time I have spoken about preserving the Point Peron gun battery, which was all about 
protecting the secret fleets based in Fremantle. More than 160 submarines were based in Fremantle with more 
than 10 000 marines, made up of Americans, British and Dutch, as well as Australians, who protected that secret 
base. There were batteries as far north as Swanbourne and as far south as Point Peron. That secret submarine 
base that had over 160 submarines was responsible for ensuring that the war in the Pacific ended a lot earlier 
than it could have. 

A lot of the remnants of the past are still around in Western Australia today, but a lot of it we have lost. 
Point Peron is definitely one gun battery that is being restored. On Saturday, the 11th/28th Battalion and the 
Rockingham cadets came to dig out more of the remains of World War II ammo bunkers and trenches at 
Point Peron. I thank them for that. Some of those trenches have not been seen for over 70 years. There is also 
Leighton and Rottnest, but a lot of the gun batteries have gone. 

It is a sad day when we cannot remember those who sacrificed their lives to protect our soil. It is especially 
important not to forget the battle of New Guinea, in which we lost a lot of Australians. We won that battle and 
were able to stop the Japanese from invading our country. I think if we spoke to our grandparents, they would be 
able to tell us stories about the fear and tyranny in those days. 

I ask members to help me commemorate the Battle for Australia Day on the first Wednesday in September every 
year to remember those Australians, including Western Australians, who lost their lives. They are responsible for 
allowing us to live the life that we have today—the life that they wanted themselves—and for making Western 
Australia a better place to live. Even today we are trying to make Western Australia a better place to live. It is 
time that we give those souls the respect they deserve. 
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